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The age when these studies had to be completed may now be
decided. Kalidasa, for instance, says that the long hair of the boy
student, after his mastery of the Vedas, was cut at the age of sixteen
years,1 Bana too tells us thai when he had passed through initiation
and its connected rites, he was about fourteen years.2 But Yuan
Chwang states that when the disciples were thirty years old, they
went " into office 'V3 I-Tsing, who toured in India between the years
A. D, 671-95, referring to the Buddhist students remarks that "boys
begin to learn the book on the three Khilas (or three pieces of waste
land) when they are ten years old, and understand them thoroughly
after three years' diligent study ".4 From these statements it may
be inferred thai the education of a boy as a Brahmacarhi started
probably at the age of five or siz and that the student continued to
study in the home (dsrama) of his preceptor (guru) till he was fifteen or
sixteen years old,

Further studies were evidently continued in special cases until
the young man was thirty years old. This can be substantiated by
the personal experience of Bana and I-Tsing, The latter states :
"Those who (corning to a priest) want to learn secular literature
only, without having any intention of quitting the world, are called
4 students ' (Brafawcarin)" * At this age the period of studentship
ended, for Bana clearly says that he returned from his teacher's
house where he had been under training6. That Bana's education
was not complete at this age is also evident from his own words,
He adds : " But gradually thereafter by observation of great courts
charming the mind with their noble routine, by paying his respects
to the schools of the wise brilliant with blameless knowledge, by
attendance at the assemblies of able men deep in priceless discussions,
by plunging into the circles of clever men dowered with profound
natural wisdom, he regained the sage attitude of mind customary
among his race. After long years he returned once more to his own
native soil, resort of Brahmanas, shelter of the Yatsyayana line".7
Here Bana explicitly observes that after he returned from his teacher's
house completing his Brahmacarya or studentship period, he went out
again to acquire knowledge by means of service, travel, intellectual
intercourse with savants and discussion with scholars, on completing
which, he returned to Ms home.
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